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Miranda Priestly
is back, but now
battles relevancein
a digital-first world
as sequel arrives in
theatres May 1

0B Bureau

early two decades after it
| \ | first defined power dress-

ing, biting one-liners and
the brutal beauty of magazine
culture, The Devil Wears Prada 2
struts back into theatres on May
1, carrying both nostalgia and a
big question mark.
Back in the chaos of Runway

magazine, the sequel reunites
Miranda Priestly, Andy Sachs
and Emily Charlton, but this is
no glossy rewind. The world has
changed. And so have they.

This time, Runway is nof the
untouchable fashion bible it
once was. IUis struggling to stay

THE DEVIL UPDATES
HER WARDPOBE

decades older, at very different
points in their lives, they are
navigating a media landscape
that no longer plays by the old
rules. And that is where the
sequel feels most relevant.
The original film captured
magazine culture at its peak,

afloat. The stakes feel sharper,
the power more fragile. And that
shift gives the flm its edge.
Director David Frankel leans
into this evolution, framing the
story not just as a reunion, but
as a reflection of where these
characters stand now. Two

when print ruled, editors dictat-
ed trends, and Miranda Priest-
ly's approval could make or
break careers. That world, as we
knew it, is gone. Today, TikTok
trends, influencers and digital
platforms dominate the fashion
conversation.

So, what does Runway
mean now?

That question hangs over the
film like a well-cut coat. There
is a quiet tension between
legacy and reinvention, belween
authority and irrelevance. And
it is hard not to wonder if Andy
Sachs, the wide-eved outsider
we once rooted for, would even
choose the same path today. In
a world where anvone can build
their own platform, the old gates
to fashion no longer hold the
SAlne power.

What works in the film's
favour is this very shift. It does
not sl.mijly relv on nostalgia. It
acknowledges that the industry
has moved on, and that survival
now demands adaptation.

That said, the real test will be
whether the sequel digs deep
enough. Bevond the clothes
and callbacks, there is a richer
story waiting to be told about
the pressures of staying rele-
vant, the creative tug-of-war in
modern media, and the cost of
clinging to legacy in a digi-
tal-first age.

For longlime fans, there is
undeniable excitement in seeing
these characters again. For a
new generation, this could be a
gilhnpse into a world that once
defined lashion storytelling,

Either way, The Devil Wears
Prada 2 is not just about style.

It is about change. And whether
Runway, and those who built it,
can keep up.

THIS ISA GARDENING SHOW RUNNING POINT SEASON 2 APEX
Platform: Netflix Platform: Netflix
Cast: Zach Galifianakis Cast: Kate Hudson,
Genre: Documentary Justin Theroux, Bren-
Earth Day gets an offbeat da Seng
twist with a refreshingly Genre: Sports comedy
‘un-expert’lifestyle series Mindy Kaling and lke
fronted by the unconven- Barinholtz's break-
tional Zach Galifianakis. out sports comedy
Ditching the glossy polish of returns, dialling up the
typical home-improvement chaos inside the Los
shows, Galifianakis leans Angeles Waves'front
into his trademark awkward office. Isla Gordoniis
humour, fumbling through no longer a stopgap,
the basics of gardening but her first full season as NBA president quidkly
alongside viewers. Each 20-minute episode unfolds as a spirals into a trial by fire, marked by trade-deadline
lively mix of DIY misadventures and celebrity drop-ins, betrayals and locker-room unrest. As she battles to
where the focus is not on flawless results, but on em- keep the franchise afloat in a ruthless league, her
bracing the messy, grounding pleasure of getting your brother Cam quietly begins manoeuvring to take
hands dirty and reconnecting with the earth back control.

Platform: Netflix
Cast: Charlize Ther-
on, Taron Egerton,
Eric Bana

Genre: Survival
thriller

Director Baltasar
Kormakur (Everest)
steers this relentless
survival thriller into
the harsh Australian
outback, where
abrutal game of

hunter and hunted unfolds. Charlize Theron plays
Sasha, a woman retreating into the wilderness for
solace, only to find herself targeted in a chilling
cat-and-mouse chase. Taron Egerton stars as her
calculating pursuer, a predator who weaponises
the unforgiving terrain at every turn.

MICHAEL GINNY WEDSS SUNNY 2 THE WARDROBE
Release: April 24 Release: April 24

Cast: Jaafar Jackson, Nia Long Laura Cast: Avinash Tiwary,
Harrier Medha Shankr, Lillete
Genre: Biographical Dubey

Look, this film has had a turbulent Genre: Rom-com
journey. Legal wrangles over how This is a fresh,

the abuse allegations are portrayed, light-hearted romantic
reshoots, an initial four-hour cut comedy that follows a
pared down, and a release delayed gruff professional wres-
by a full year. The reality is, Michael tler whose life takes an
Jackson remains one of the greatest unexpected turn when
entertainers ever, full stop. His neph- he meets an efferves-
ew Jaafar steps into the role in his cent young woman.
screen debut, and by all accounts, he The film explores their
looks remarkable. The trailer docked contrasting personali-
116 million views in just 24 hours. ties and the humorous misunderstandings that arise as
Whatever else this film may be — they navigate their mismatched dynamic The sequel
complex, debated overwhelming; it delves into the challenges of married life, induding

is still one worth watching. family drama and emotional moments.

desperate struggle against an unseen supematural force.
Packed with tension, sharp scares, and unpredictable twists,
the film aims to keep horror fans firmly on edge.

Release: April 24

Cast: Rajneesh Dug-
gal, Divya Agarwal,
Pradeep Kabra

Genre: Horror

The Wardrobe centres
on a chain of eerie,
unexplainable events
unleashed by an old
cupboard hidinga
sinister presence. As
buried secrets begin to
surface and reality slips
into a waking night-
mare, the characters find
themselves locked ina
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AT A GLANCE

TICKET MAFIA AT
CHINNASWAMY

0B Bureau

ays after city police cracked down
Dnn an |PL ticket black market

operating around the M Chin-
naswamy Stadium, the Karnataka State
Cricket Association (KSCA) has stepped
in with a clear message - it does not sell
tickets to the public.

The statement comes amid an ongoing
probe into multiple interconnected
rackets that allegedly resold maltch
tickets at inflated prices, exposinga
shadowy network thriving on corporate
quotas and bulk bookings.

KSCA spokesperson Vinay Mruthyun-
java clarified that the association is
neither the ticketing agency nor the
selling authority for Royal Challengers
Bengaluru matches.

“KSCA receives a limited allocation of
tickets, which are facilitated strictly for
its cricket-playing clubs, permanent
members, and certain statutory or
governmenl authorities,” the stalement
said, adding that it does not sell tickets to
the general public.

Importantly, KSCA distanced itself
from those under investigation, stating
that the accused have no direct or indi-
rect links with the association and are
not its members.

‘The crackdown follows the arrest of
Chandrashekar P, 49, an employee with
Sri Lakshmi Caterers inside the stadium,
for allegedly selling IPL tickets illegally
during the April 15 clash between RCB
and Lucknow Super Giants,

Police said Chandrashekar was caught
with over 100 tickets, suspected to have
been diverted from corporate bookings
and resold outside the stadium at higher
prices.

Investigators have also identified
another accused, Ganesh Harikesh,
believed to be the key operator, who is
currently absconding. According to po-
lice, he sourced tickets through corpo-
rate-linked and online channels, while
Chandrashekar handled ground-level
resale.

In a parallel probe, officers uncovered
a larger network involving 181 tickets
worth around Rs 17.52 lakh, allegedly
funnelled into the black market through
intermediaries.

While digital ticketing has curbed
street-level resale, police say bulk cor-
porate allocations remain a loophole,
enablinga ?amllel supply chain that
feeds illegal ticket trading.

With multiple stakeholders involved,
authorities admit regulation is complex.
For now, the probe continues, with
KSCA promising full cooperation as the
city’s IPL ticket scam unravels further.
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BET ROW HITS

HOME MINISTER

2500 kabaddi bet triggers FIR, with minister insisting
comment was casual and taken out of context

0B Bureau

match has snowballed into a legal

storm for Karnataka Home Minister
G. Parameshwara, with a Special Court in
Bangalore ordering the registration of an
FIR and a full-fledged probe.

Takinf: serious note of the implica-
tions, the Special Court for MPs/MLAs,
presided over by Judge K.N. Shivakumar,
directed the Kodigehalli police in Tumak-

g casual Rs 500 wager at a Kabaddi

uru to register a case and investigate the
allegation that the minister placed a bet
during a recent state-level pre-university
Kilh;uﬁil tournament.

The directive came on the back of a

private complaint filed by H.R. Nagabhu-

shan, who argued that even a small wa-

ger, if made or publicly acknowledged by

someone holding a constitutional post,
sends the wrong signal and amounts to
promoting an lllegal activity.

The incident in question unfolded
during the tournament, where Paramesh-
wara reportedly made a light-hearted bet
of Rs 500 with District Collector Shubha
Kalyan, predicting a win for the Vijay-
apura team. The prediction fell flat, with
Mangaluru defeating Vijayapura 36-26.

It was what followed thar triggered the
controversy. While distributing prizes to
the winning team, the minister himself

ublicly disclosed that he had lost the

sel. That remark, made in full public
view, later became the basis of the com-
plaint that has now reached the courts.

Though the amount involved was nom-
inal and the comment allegedly casual,
the court Mlagged the larger concern of
public messaging, especially when it
involves a senior elected representative.

rarameshwara, however, has pushed
back, calling the issue a misinterpretation
of his words.

Speaking to the press in Bangalore, the
minister said his remark was made ina
light-hearted context, akin to evervday
conversations in rural settings, and did
not amount to promoting betting.

“The context in which I spoke is very
important. If I had promoted betting, that
would have been wrong. But lamina
responsible position; it is completely false
to say that I promoted betting,” he said.

He stressed that his statement was be-
ing taken out of context and maintained
that he had neither encouraged nor
supported betting in any form.

Ralsing questions over the process,
Parameshwara also pointed out that
neither he nor his office had received any
prior notice before the court passed its
order,

“No notice was served to us. If we had
received a notice, we could have ex-
plained the context and requested that
they not take it seriously. But no notice
came; suddenly an order was passed,” he
said.

The minister added that he respects
the legal process and would examine the
court order in detail before deciding on
his next course of action. “1 have not fully
understood the order vel. | will look into
it,” he said.

MIDNIGHT ROAR

0B Bureau

na dramatic late-night moment at
IKempe'gcm'cln International Airport,

four African cheetahs touched down in
Bangalore, marking a high-profile wildlife
arrival that had officials on their loes past
midnight.

The big cats, flown in from South
Africa, were received at the cargo
terminal by Karnataka's Forest,
Ecology and Environment
Minister Eshwar Khandre, who
went straight from the airport
to welcome what he called the
state’s “foreign guests”.

Fresh off a programme in
Kalaburagi, the minister travelled
via Hvderabad and headed directly
to oversee the arrival, underlining the
significance of the move.

“Today, | welcomed four cheetahs that
arrived in Bangalore from South Africa at
midnight at Kempegowda International
Airport. As soon as | reached Bengaluru via
Hvderabad after completing the Kalburgi
programme, | went straight to the cargo
transport division and received these for-
eign guests,” Khandre said in a statement.

The cheetahs are set (o be housed at
Bannerghatta Biological Park, where
claborate preparations have already been

safety, health and smooth
acclimatisation.

Officials have been
2 directed to follow strict
¢ protocols to ensure the
animals are not affected by
the sudden change in climate
and surroundings.

From quarantine arrangements to a
carefully planned 30-day diet, every step
has been mapped out. Veterinary teams
have been instructed to carry oul regular
health checks and closely monitor the
animals during the critical initial phase.

“I have directed (he veterinary officers to
strictly follow all safety measures, includ-
ing quarantine arrangements, 30 days of
prescribed diet, and health checks,” the
minister said.

The focus, officials said, is on minimis-

pul in place to ensure their

AT AIRPORT

ARTTAG

ing stress and ensuring a stable transition
from their African habitat to Bengaluru’s
conditions.

Beyond their arrival, the minister also re-
viewed arrangements for the secure trans-
portation of the cheetahs to Bannerghatta
Biological Park, ensuring that the journey
from airport to enclosure is handled with
precision and care.

The operation involved coordinated
planning, with authorities working to
maintain a controlled environment
throughout the transfer process.

While the arrival has generated excite-
ment, it also carries a deeper note of
reflection.

Khandre pointed out that cheetahs once
roamed Karnalaka's forests but are no
longer found in the wild today. The move,
he said, is aimed at giving people an op-
portunity to see these rare animals, even if
within the confines of a zoo.

“Cheetahs that once roamed the forests
ol our Karnataka are no longer to be found
today. At the very least, people should
have the opportunity lo see these rare wild
animals in zoos,” he noted.

He added that officials of the Karnataka
Zoo Authority have been instructed to
give top priority to the animals’ safery and
conservalion.
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American
tourist assault
allegation in
Coorg leads to
arrests, with
police probing
delay and
alleged cover-
up efforts

0B Bureau

quiet getaway in Karnataka's
A']us.l: hills has turned into

a chilling crime story, after
an American woman tourist was
allegedly sexually assaulted at a
homestay in Kodagu, triggering
outrage and raising fresh ques-
tions over safety and oversight
in the state’s booming homestay
sector.

I'he incident, which surfaced
after a delay, reportedly took place
ata private property, “DeviVilla',
in Kutta village of Ponnampet
taluk in Madikeri district. Accord-
ing to police sources, the woman
had checked into the homestay on
April 19, when the alleged assault
occurred.

The accused, identified as
Vrujesh Kumar, a native of
Jharkhand, has been arrested
following a complaint registered at
Kutta Police Station. In a signifi-
cant development, the homestay
owner, Vishal, has also been taken
into custody in connection with
the case, officials confirmed.

The case has taken a darker turn

& The homestay in Kutta village of Madiker distric

with Karnataka Home Minister G.
Parameshwara stating that there
were attempts to hush up the inci-
dent, which were ultimately foiled
by the police.

"As soon as the matter came to
light, the police arrested the ac-
cused. Further action will be taken
as per the law,” the minister said,
underlining that the response was
swift once information reached
authorities.

He added that there appeared to
have been efforts to cover up the
crime after it occurred. “But once
the police received information,
they acted promptly and gathered
details,” he said.

A detailed investigation is now
underway to piece together the
exact sequence of events and
examine the circumstances sur-

Far

e

i

rounding the alleged assault.

Homestays under scanner

The incident has once again put
the spotlight on homestay oper-
ations in Karmataka, especially in
tourist-heavy regions like Coorg,
where private accomrmodations
have mushroomed in recent vears,

Parameshwara stressed the
need for strict compliance with
regulations governing such estab-
lishments. “Whoever is running
such establishments as homestays
must have proper licensing. We
have already laid down SOPs on
what needs to be followed to op-
erate a homestay. If such incidents
occur in violation of those norms,
legal action must be taken,” he
said.

The message from the top is
clear - lapses in compliance will
not be tolerated, particularly when
they lead to serious crimes.

The minister also flagged the
wider impact of such incidents,
especially when foreign nationals
are involved.

“Such incidents do notsend a
good message about the state or
society. Espedially when outsid-
ers or foreigners are involved, it
reflects on our society and our
country. That is why strict action
is necessary, and we are taking it,”
he said.

For astate that prides itself on
beinga major tourist destination,
the case threatens to dent its
reputation at a time when travel
and hospitality are kev economic
drivers.

A disturbing pattern

The incident has also revived
memories of another horrific
crime that shook Karnataka in re-
cent years. In March 2023, a group
of tourists, including an Israeli
woman, were attacked near the
Tungabhadra canal in the Hampi
region.

The assailants allegedly assault-
ed the male tourists and pushed
them into the canal, before
gang-raping two women, includ-
ing the Israeli national.

The case had sparked nation-
wide outrage. The accused were
later arrested and charged under
multiple sections, including gang-
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‘Such incidents do not send a

good message about the state or
society. Especially when outsiders or
foreigners are involved, it reflects on
our society and our country. That is
why strict action is necessary, and we
are taking it’

G. Parameshwara, Home Minister

rape, atlempt to murder, robbery
and criminal conspiracy. Ina
strong judicial response, a Kar-
nataka court awarded the death
penalty to three men convicted in
that case.

With the latest incident in Coorg,
uncomfortable questions are once
again surfacing. How secure are
tourists, especially foreign visitors,
in privately run accommodations?
Are homestay operators adhering
to mandated salety protocols?
And how did an alleged attempt
to suppress such a serious crime
even come into play?

As investigators dig deeper into
the Madikeri case, the answers
may determine not just the course
af justice, but also the credibility
oflasystern that is meant to ensure
safe hospitality.

For now, the arrests mark the first
step. But the larger reckoning, as
recent history shows, may be far
more complex.
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Ravi Kiran

n a chilling reminder that

terror can brew behind

bars, a special National

Investigation Agency (NIA)

court has convicted seven
men in the 2023 Bangalore pris-
on radicalisation case, exposing
how a high-security jail aheged—
ly turned into a hub for extrem-
ist grooming.

At the centre of the conspiracy
is Lashkar-e-Taiba operative T.
Naseer, named as the master-
mind who, investigators say,
Ill'l'lH_‘.‘i{rH[l'd a .\inislvr Ill.'iW(!Tk
from inside the Parappana
Agrahara Central Prison.

Along with him, six others
have now been sentenced to
seven vears of rigorous impris-
onment and fined Rs 48,000
each. The convicted include
Sved Suhail Khan, Mohammed
Umar, Zahid Tabrez, Syed Mu-
dassir Pasha, Mohammed Faisal
Rabbani and Salman Khan.

The court handed down
punishment under multiple
stringent laws, including the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act, the Arms Act and the Explo-
sive Substances Act.

What makes the case partic-
ularly alarming is not just the
plot, but where it was allegedly
conceived.

A prison plot with a deadly
design

According to the NIA, the
conspiracy was hatched within
the walls of Parappana Agra-
hara, one of Karnataka's largest
prisons. Investigators say
Naseer used his time in custody
to identify vulnerable inmates,
recruit them, indoctrinate
them, and train them lor terror
activities.

The plan went beyond mere
radicalisation. The group al-
legedly intended to execute ter-
ror strikes in Bangalore, aligning
with the violent anti-India agen-
da of the banned LeT outfit.

The case first surfaced in July
2023 when city’s Central Crime
Branch seized arms, ammuni-
tion and digital devices from
habitual oftenders, triggering
alarm bells. What initially ap-
peared to be a routine crack-
down r’uickl_\'spiml!ed into the
unearthing of a deeper terror
conspiracy.

As the probe progressed, the
NIA stepped in and uncovered
an even more audacious plan.
Investigators found that Ili](‘
accused were also working on a
stmu-c}':) to facilitate Naseer's es-
cape during transit from prison
to court. At the time, he was an
undertrial in the 2008 Bangalore
serial blasts case.

The accused later })Ieaded
guilty, sealing their fate in a case
that has now become a stark
example of how prison systems
can be exploited.

JAIL GONE

A jail meant to confine became a breeding
ground, as NIA nails seven in chilling terror plot

A jail under scanner

While the convictions bring clo-
sure to one chapter, they have
also thrown a harsh spotlight
on Parappana Agrahara itself,

a prison that has repeatedly
found itselfl in controversy.

While the convictions bring closure to one
chapter, they have also thrown a harsh spot-
light on Parappana Agrahara itself, a prison
that has repeatedly found itself in controversy

Far from being an isolated
lapse, the facility has been
grappling with systemic issues
tor years. Viral videos in recent
times have shown inmates
allegedly enjoying unauthorised
privileges, including access (o
mobile phones, television and
even liquor.

In one such clip, an alleged
ISIS recruiter was seen casually
using a phone and sipping tea,
while another notorious inmate,
Umesh Reddy, was reportedly
found with multiple mobile

devices and a television in his
barracks.

The visuals triggered public
outrage and forced the Kar-
nataka government to act. In
November, 2025, senior prison
officials were suspended or
transferred, and a high-level
review of prison functioning
was ordered.

In an unprecedented move,
IPS officer Anshu Kumar was
appointed as the Chief Superin-
tendent of the jail, marking the
first time an officer of that rank

was tasked with running the fa-
cility. The decision was seen as
an attempt to restore discipline
and accountability.

Systematic failure warning

But the problems run deeper
than administrative reshuffles.
A high-level committee report
submitted in January 2026
painted a grim picture, warning
that the prison was operating on
the brink of “systemic failure”.

The numbers alone are
staggering. The jail houses over
4,800 inmates but has just 571
staff members, leaving hun-
dreds of posts vacant. This cre-
ales a prisoner-lo-staff ratio far
worse than prescribed norms,
stretching personnel thin and
weakening oversight.

Security gaps are equally
slaring, Outdated jammers fail 1o

lock 5G signals, allowing mobile
hhones to slip through surveil-
|;|m1- cracks. Boundary walls are
low, watch towers inadequate,
and CCTV coverage limited, leav-
ing large portions of the prison

elfectively unmonitored.

Between 2021 and late 2025,
as many as 154 FIRs were
registered in Bangalore over
Hlegal activities linked to central
prisons, vet all remain pending,
pointing to a sluggish enforce-
ment pipeline.

The report also flagged trou-
bling administrative lapses,
including the housing of first-
time offenders with hardened
criminals, weak intelligence
gathering, and irregular over-
sight mechanisms.

The bigger question

The NIA convictions have
closed the legal loop ona
dangerous conspiracy. But they
have also reopened a larger,
maore uncomfortable question.

Il'a terror plot can allegedly be
conceived, nurtured and oper-
ationalised within the confines
of a high-security prison, what
does it say about the system
meant to contain it?

With plans underway to
strengthen surveillance through
Al-enabled cameras and a
centralised command centre,
the state has signalled intent.
But whether these measures can
plug the deep structural gaps
remains Lo be secn.

For now, this week's verdict
stands as both a warning and a
wake-up call - sometimes, the
maost dangerous plots are not
hatched in the shadows outside,
but within walls meant to keep
threats locked away.
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TRUST, TIED,

TORCHED

A ‘foreign-style’ proposal turns fatal, exposing Bangalore’s dark surge

Ravi Kiran

n a chilling case from the

outskirts of Bangalore, a

27-year-old man was al-

legedly tied up, blindfolded

and burnt alive by a woman
he trusted.

The accused, Prema, is said to
have lured Kiran to her home
under the pretext of a romantic
surprise. Instead, investigators
say, she restrained him, poured
petrol, and set
him on fire.

Police suspect
the act was
premeditated.
The victim,
who reportedly
believed he was
part of a dra-

matic proposal, -

could not escape.
Neighbours heard
his screams. By
the time help
arrived, it was too
late. The case has
stunned the city.
But itis notan
aberration. It is
part of a pattern.

Acity's dark
turn

Bangalore's rep-
utation as India’s
tech capital often masks a more
unsettling reality. Beneath the
glass towers and start-up buzz,
a quieter, more intimate form
of violence is gaining ground -
crimes rooted not in strangers
or gangs, but in relationships.
Police data shows that mur-
ders in the city rose from 156
in 2022 to 205 in 2023. But the
sharper shift lies in why these
crimes are happening.

Kiran, the victim

The Accused, Prema

Murders linked to illicit rela-
tionships increased from 25 to
32in just a vear. Domestic prob-

in relationship-driven murders

lems accounted for 31 killings.
Cases triggered by sudden and
grave provocation, often the re-
sult of heated personal disputes,
surged to 49, the highest among
all motives. These are not
random acts. They are deeply
personal.

Investigators say many of these
crimes are bomin Spaces once
considered safe, the homes,
workplaces, and relationships.

In the Bidadi case, police
believe tensions had been
brewing. The victim, Kiran,
was allegedly preparing to
marry someone else and had
begun distancing himsell. What

The victim, Kiran, was allegedly preparing to marry someone else
and had begun distancing himself. What followed, investigators
suspect, was a deadly mix of anger, rejection and planning

followed, investigators suspect,
was a deadly mix of anger, rejec-
lion and planning.

Such trajectories are becoming
alarmingly familiar. Last Sep-
tember, a 35-year-old woman,
Vanajakshi, was allegedly set
ablaze by her live-in partner.
She later died of severe burn in-
juries. The accused, a cab driver
with a history of alcoholism,
had a troubled personal past.
Different cases. Same pattern.
Relationships turning volatile,
then violent.

Trust betrayed

Violence, it appears, is often
incubated within relationships
long before it erupts. Crime in
Bangalore is changing character.
Earlier, dispules over property,

money or organised networks
dominated police records.
Now, personal relationships are
increasingly at the centre. Cat-
egories such as “love intrigue”
and “live-in relationships” have
begun to feature as distinct
motives in murder cases.

The shift is telling. It reflects a
city in transition, where rapid
urbanisation is reshaping how
people connect, conflict, and
cope.

What makes these crimes
particularly disturbing is the
element of trust. In many sexual
assaull cases too, the accused
are not strangers, Data shows a
rise in cases where victims were
assaulted under the promise
of love or marriage - increasing
from 107 in 2022 to 115 in 2023,

The betrayal is layered.
Emotional, psvchological, and
ultimately criminal. Crimes
against women further under-
line the trend. Cases of cruelty
by husbands or relatives rose
sharply to 696 in 2023 from 580
the previous year. Molestation
cases crossed 1,100, nearly dou-
bling from 2021 levels.

With migration, anonymity,
and high-pressure lifestyles,
traditional support systems
have thinned. Emotional
disputes that might once have
been mediated within families
or communities are now left to
fester. And sometimes, explode.

What sets these incidents
n}mfl is their unpredictability.
Unlike organised crime, there
are often no warning signs. No
prior eriminal historv. No clear
escalation visible to outsiders.
The violence erupts in private
spaces, between people bound
by familiarity.

Police say this makes preven-
tion particularly challenging.
Lven as detection rates improve,
the deeply personal nature of
these crimes means interven-
tion often comes too late.

The bigger picture

The numbers tell one story. The
incidents tell another. Together,
they point to a troubling under-
current in Bangalore’s growth
story - a city expanding faster
than its social coping mecha-
nisms.

As relationships become more
complex, so do the conflicts
within them. Jealousy, rejection,
financial strain, and emotional
dependency are emerging as
powerful triggers.

And when left unchecked, they
can turn fatal. Bangalore is not
just dealing with a crime wave.
It is grappling with a breakdown
in how relationships are negoti-
ated and resolved.

Policing can respond to
violence. It cannot prevent the
emotional build-up that leads to
it. What is needed goes bevond
law enforcement. Accessible
counselling, mental health
support, and stronger commu-
nity networks that can intervene
before tensions spiral.

Because behind every statis-
ticis a relationship that went
wrong. And in too many cases, it
is ending in death.
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Water turns strategic as Bangalore faces
deficit, pushing tech innovation and
community action to avert deeper urban
crisis
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Tech turns water tide
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ORGANISATIONS
WORKING ON WATER
IN BANGALORE

BosanWhi is
working with BWSSE on pilot
wastewater purlfication/recycling
technology, helping convert
sewage Into reusable

treated
industrial-grade water,

GOLET, or Guardians of
Lakes / Guardians of Lakes
Ecosyster Trust, is o citizen-
led initiative focused on lake
restoration, rejuvenation, and
Inke consarvation awarenets in

The Bangalore Enviranment Trust
works on urban environmental
sustainabsility, including water and

|nd||r| Water Works Assoclation
WWA, Bangalors Centre is
.ml.;mnllh.-dpmmw
onwater management, water
engineering. and knawledge
sharing across the sector,
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0B Bureau

ctor Prakash Raj has found
himselfat the centre of

a growing controversy,
with two complaints filed
gainst him alleging that
his remarks on the Ramayana hurt
religious sentiments and could disturb
social harmony.

The issue, now under police scrutiny,
stems from a stage narration in which
the actor reportediy reinterpreted char-
acters from the Ramayarna in a satirical,
modern context.

TWo Critics say the
COMPLAINTS o e,
FILED AGAINST disrespected Hindu
ACTOROVER  beliefs, while others
RAMAYANA .-1Irp,1|9 irl thliT_wilIihrp
NARR‘”ION the realm ol artistic
’ expressiol
SPARKING e firet com.-
DEBATEON  plaintwas filed by
FAITH, SATIRE  Bhanu Prakash. a
frumala Tirupali
& LIMITS OF l'lex-nr.rhmmm!s
EXPRESSION  (TTD) Board mem-

ber and BIP leader
from Andhra Pradesh.

He alleged that Prakash Raj made
“defamatory and malicious remarks”
thar twisted the Ramayana and insulted
Hindu faith. The complaint also sought
action against those who supported or
promoted the remarks,

Bhanu Prakash further argued that
such statements could inflame tensions
and called for strict legal measures,
urging authorities to treat the issue as
anattack on religious belief. Police are
currently examining the complaint,
though it remains unclear which legal
sections, ifany, may be invoked.

The controversy traces back to
JTanuary, when Prakash Raj spoke at
the Kerala Literature Fvsti\-'ur. During
his address, he referred to a children’s

0B Bureau

PRAKASH RAJ IN
RAMAYANA ROW

theatre performance that reimagined
characters like Rama, Lakshimana,
Ravana and Shurpanakha in a contem-
porary, satirical setting, using everyday
clements such as fruits, payments and
GST for humour.

Clips from the narration later surfaced
online and quickly went viral, triggering
sharp reactions on social media, While
some users accused the content of
insulting deities, others defended it as
creative storvtelling. The online uproar
soon translated into formal complaints,

The row intensified further on April
16, when advocate Amita Sachdeva
filed a second complaint. Describing
her personal faith as strong, she alleged
that the remarks were deliberate anc
offensive, claiming they caused deep
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Lt to religious sentiments and should
nolt be tlerated.

As the legal process unfolds, Prakash
Raj has not vet issued a response to the
allegations.

Despite the controversy, the actor
remains busy on the work front. He is
set to appear in Drishyam 3 alongside
Ajay Devgn and Tabu, and also features
in Thalapathy Vijay's Jana Neyagan,
which has faced delays over censorship
issues. Interestingly, he s also part of a
Ramayana-basec flluul.ulllu.. Mahesh
Babu.

For now, the spotlight is firmly split
between courtroom questions and
cinema screens, as a debate over faith,
expression and interpretation continues
to simmer.

fter striking gold with
blockbusters like KGF,
‘antara and Salaar,

Hombale Films is doubling
down on mythology and
animation, and this time, it is
going bi

The studio, which backed
the animated hit Mahaavatara
Narasimha, has now officially
announced the next chapter in
its ambitious mythological uni-
verse - Mahaavatara Paras/ii-
ram. And unlike last time,
Hombale is not just presenting,
it is stepping deeper into the
ﬁ]mmakinF process itself.

The first film proved that ani-
mation, when backed by strong
distribution and sharp mar-
keting, can pull in blockbuster
numbers. Now; the makers are
ready to build on that success

with a full-fledged franchise
vision.

A teaser for Mahaavatara
Parashuiram has already
dropped, |1ack|ng a punch with
I|1l‘]|111f‘ - “Whenever religion
falls, ‘Parashu’ rises.” The film
draws from the mythological
tale of Parashuram and is slated
for a theatrical release in De-
cember next vear.

Director Ashwin Kumar
returns to helm the project,
continuing his journey after
Mahaavatara Narasinmha, The
film is jointly produced by
Hombale Films and Kleem Pro-
ductions, with Vijay Kiragandur
and Shilpa Dhawan backing the
venture.

If the teaser is anything to go
by, the sequel is aiming higher
on the technical front. The
visuals hint at a more polished,

upgraded animation stvle,
signalling that the makers are
investing heavily in scale and
storytelling,

But this is not just a sequel,
it is a long game. Hombale is
building an entire animated
saga around the avatars of Vish-
nu. Following Parashuram, the
roadmap includes Mahaavatara
Raghuram centred on Lord
Ram, Mahaavatar Dwarkadish
on Lord Krishna, Mahaavatar
Gokulananda, and a two-part
Mahaavatara Kalki.

In short, this is mythology
meeting modern cinema, with
animation as its canvas.

If Mahaavatara Narasintha
was the spark, Parashuram
looks set 1o be the fire. And with
Hombale’s blockbuster track
record, this mythic universe is
only just gelting started.

TOXIC'S ACTION
PACKS PUNCH: YASH

th Toxic just days away from hitting
wlscreens. Yash is stepping into full-blown

promo mode and making one [hin%
crystal clear - this is not your routine action film

Fresh from his appearance ar CinemaCon 2026
in Los Angeles, the Kannada superstar has been
talking up the film’s biggest hook, its action. And
by the sound of it, Toxic is aiming to fire on an
entirely different level.

Yash revealed that he was determined to
break away from predictable, template-driven
action. For him, repetition was a sirict no. Every
sequence, he insisted, had to feel fresh and
distinct,

That vision took him all the way to Hollvwood.
The actor collaborated with star action choreog-
rapher J1 Perry, a move that had already sparked
buzz when their meeting photos surfaced online
earlier. Now, Yash is opening up about what that
collaboration brought to the table.

“Iwanted to take the action scenes a step
further than what they were. | wanted the gun
fights to come out brilliantly. So, I met I] Perry."

Yash said, adding that the choreographer spent
considerable time understanding his body lan-
guage before crafting the sequences.

T'he result, according to the actor, is action that
does not just look slick but feels immersive.

Yash is |I.lrlit ularly excited about the film's
gunplay, hinting at a stylised blend that borrows
from global influences. He pointed to the kind
ol action seen in John Wick, describing how
elements of gun-fighting and martial precision
come together to elevate the experience.

But here is the key twist. For all its high-octane
uppml Towic is not just about spectacle.

Ihe action in the film is amazing. But the
action scenes, without bt:‘llldulﬁapﬁrt from the
story, will have the quality of taking the story for-

ward,” Yash said, underlining that every punch,
shot .lmi chase is rooted in narrative.

Directed by Geetu Mohandas, Toxie may be
positioned as a gangster drama, but it promis-
es more than guns and grit, The film is said to
dive deep into human emotions, adding lavers
beneath the action-heavy surface.

The ensemble cast unl\ adds to the intrigue,
with Navanthara, Rukmini Vasanth, Kiara
Advani, Huma Qureshi and Tara Sutaria sharing
screen space alongside Yash.

As the countdown begins, one thing is clear:
Toxic is nntfllst loading up on action, it is aiming
to redefine how action drives the story.

From Narasimha to Parashuram: A mega universe in maklng
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MALENADU ON

YOUR MIND?

While dosas and idlis relgn supreme,
Karnataka's Malenadu cuisine
offers a treasure
trove of hidden
flavours waiting to
be discovered

lore may swear by its dosas,
dlis and vadas, but beyond
tlme- breakfast heavyweights lies
a quieter, richer story simmering
in the Western Ghats. Away from
the city’s familiar plates, Malenadu cuisine
is stepping out of the shadows, offering
a bold, earthy alternative rooted deep in
Karnataka’s heartland.
Hailing from the Malenadu region, this
cuisine is shaped by the lush, rain-fed
slopes of the Sahyadri Lills. [ ere, food

rII‘I

HERE ARE THREE
MUST-TRIES...

~ APPE HULI

If you're a fan of the spicy rasam,
you must not miss Appe Huli. This tangy

soup, unique to the Malenadu region, is crafted
from raw mangoes instead of the traditional
ingredients used in rasam, offering a zesty

kick that excites the palate. It can be enjoyed
as a refreshing drink or appetizer, and it pairs
exceptionally well with a bowl of steaming

rice, enhancing the dining experience with its

is not just cooked, it is grown, gathered MENTHYA SAASVE delightful flavour.
and layered with memory. The landscape In the Malenadu region, the

dictates the plate. Fresh hclctruit tender array of chutneys and pickles is KOLI SAARU
bamboo shoots and a medley of aromatic a standout component of every

For those seeking a perfect accompaniment
to kadubus and akki rotis, look no further than
Koli Saaru. This spicy chicken curry is crafted
from a rich blend of poppy seeds and coconut

spices dominate kitchens, creating dishes

that are as rustic as they are complex.
What sets Malenadu apart is its seamless

blend of influences. There are echoes of

meal. Among them, Menthya
Saasve shines brightly as a dish
that can be enjoyed on its own.
This vibrant, thick gravy made

Mangalorean richness and Kodava depth,
vel the cuisine holds its own identity. It
is robust without being overwhelming,
flavourful without excess, and deeply tied
to the soil it comes from. Each bite feels
less like a dish and more like a story passed
down generations.

At the centre of it all is Akki Roti. Coarse,
hearty and unapologetically simple, it is

the backbone of many
meals. Unlike its softer - o
,ﬁ' counterparts, this roti carries
VIR - — texture and character, pairing
3 I . effortlessly with a range of

accompaniments. It does not
compete for atlention, but
quietly elevates everything
around it.

Then comes Panedi Kari, a dish
that refuses to be ignored. This
pork-based curry is a favourite
among meat lovers, known for
its depth and warmth. It is rich,
slow-cooked and layered with
splres that linger long after the meal is
done. In many ways, il L.ﬂ'}luﬂ.’b the spirit
of Malenadu cuisine; bold, comforting
and deeply satisfving,

from fenugreek and mustard seeds
presents a striking green side that
beautifully complements roti or
rice. If you're looking to bring a
taste of Malenadu to your table,
consider trying out this simple yet
delicious menthya chutney recipe
in your next meal.

paste, simmered to perfection in generous
amounts of ghee,

The enticing aroma of mustard seeds,
combined with a garnish of dry red and green
chilies, makes Koli Saaru not just a dish, buta
true feast for the senses. It's the ideal choice for
anyone craving a hearty, flavourful meal that
pairs beautifully with staple breads.

But the cuisine does not stop at mains.
Its chutneys and pickles deserve their own
spotlight. Crafted with precision and local
ingredients, they add sharpness, tang and
balance to the plate. These are nol side
notes, but essential players that complete
the experience.

And no Malenadu meal is truly finished
without its coffee, The region’s fertile soil
produces a distinctive variety of beans,
giving rise to a filter coffee that is strong,
aromatic and deeply loved. It is not just
a beverage here, but a ritual, a pause that
ties the meal together.

In a city obsessed with the familiar,
Malenadu cuisine offers something
different. It's a return to roots, to in,
ents that speak of place and tradition. It
is not loud or flashy, but it does not need
to be. For those willing to look beyond the
usual, this hidden gem delivers a culinary
experience that is honest, grounded and
unforgettable.
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120, Avush Shetty has gone from
promising talent to headline act,
and Karnataka has a new bad-
minton star to celebrate,

The voungster’s dream run at
the Badminton Asia Championships ended
with a silver medal after a straight-games
loss to China’s second-seeded Shi Yu Qi in
the final. But make no mistake, this was
no defeat story. This was a coming-of-age
campaign.

Facing the reigning world champion at
the Ningbo Olympic Sports Centre, Shetty
went down 8-21, 10-21. Yet, the bigger

icture tells a different tale. With this finish,
e becomes the first Indian men’s singles
plaver since HS Prannoy in 2018 to reach
the podium at the continental event,

And what a run it was. Ranked 25 in the
world, Shetty tore through a field stacked
with elite names. 11is campaign began with
a stunning upset of World No. 7 and Asian
Games champion Li Shi Fcni,

He then got past Chi Yu Jen before pulling
off a staterment win over World No. 4 Jona-
tan Christie in the quarter-final.

Then came the big one. In the semi-fi-

nal, Shetty stunned World No. 1 Kunlavut
Vitidsarn in a thrilling comeback, signalling
loud and clear that he belongs among the
very best,

QUEE

OF THE
PITC

From Sanoor to
Asia podium, Ayush
Shetty’s giant-
killing run ends in
silver, signalling
arrival of a fearless
badminton-star

‘That win made him only the second
Indian men's singles player, and third
overall, to reach the Badminton Asia
Championships final. A title would have
|Jl.ll him alongside Dinesh Khanna,

ndia’s only men’s singles champion from
1965.

Even without the gold, the message is
clear. From Sanoor near Karkala to the
biggest courts in Asia, Shetty’s rise has been

NS

rapid and relentless. Introduced to the sport
by his father in their backyard, he moved to
Bangalore to train at the Prakash Padukone
Badminton Academy, where his attacking
stvle and sharp court sense took shape.

The signs were already there. Last year, he
clinched the US Open title, becoming the
first Indian to win a BWF World Tour title in
2025. His junior record, including a bronze
at the 2023 World Junior Championships,

only added to the promise.

Now, he Is delivering on it. Calm under
pressure, fearless against top seeds and
armed with a powerful offensive game,
Shetty is not just winning matches, he is
building a reputation.

For Karnataka, he is the next big sporting
face. For India, he is the future of men's sin-
gles badminton. And if this silver is any indi-
cation, Ayush Shetty is only getting started.

Karnataka clinch U13 ASMITA title, defeating hosts Punjab
in penal hootout after tense 1-1 final in Mahilpur

ool heads, strong nerves
and a final kick under
pressure, Karnataka's
voung footballers rose
to the moment to script
a thrilling title win at the U13 AS-
MITA National Football League.
Facing hosts Punjab in Maﬁhpur.
Karnataka held their nerve to win
5-4in a tense penalty shootout af-
ter the final ended 1-1, sealing the
national crown in stvle midweek.
The summit clash had all the
drama. Subhathra A put Karna-
taka ahead in the 31st minute,
giving the team early control.

But Punjab struck back through
Tanveer Kaur in the 38th, setting
up a nervy finish that stretched
into j)enalties.

And that is where the game was
won. With the pressure mounting
in sudden death, Madhumetha K
stepped up and delivered the de-
cisive strike, handing Karnataka a
hard-fought victory and sparking
celebrations.

The title run, however, was built
on consistency. Placed in Group
B, Karnataka kicked off their
campaign with a 2-1 win over
Rajasthan, followed by a 2-2 draw
against Jharkhand.

A commanding 3-0 viclory over

Assam then sealed their place in
the knockouts. In the semi-final,
they outplayed Mizoram 2-0 to
book a spot in the final

From there, it was all about fin-
ishing the job. The national round
featured eight teams splitinto
two groups, with the top two from
each advancing to the semi-finals.
Karnataka not only made the cut,
they weni all the way.

Beyond the trophy, the win also
shines a spotlight on the scale of

the ASMITA League, which con-
tinues to grow as a key platform
for grassroots womens football in
India.

‘The 2025-26 season began with
Cily Leagues across 25 stale asso-
ciations, featuring 392 teams and
over 6,500 plavers in a 9v9 knock-
out format. From there, teams
progressed to the Zonal Round,
where 20 teams and 280 plavers
battled in a round-robin stage
before the best eight advanced to

the national round.

The ASMITA League operates
under the AIFF Youth League
structure, which includes U17,
Ul5and U13 competitions, build-
ing a clear pathway for young
talent.

And il this final is anything to go
by, the future looks bright.

Karnatakak young queens have
nol just won atitle, they have
stamped their authority on the
nalional stage.
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OF SILICON DREAMS & PINK SLIPS

From volume to value, gig hiring shifts
gears with enterprises, Al roles, and Tier-2
hubs driving momentum

0B Bureau

he tech world's glamour

gllmv is flickering, and

the reason Is clear -

artificial intelligence (Al)
is not just the future, it is already
rewriting the present. In the first
quarter of 2026 alone, over 73,200
emplovees across 95 global tech
companies have been shown the
door, according to industry data
from Layoffs.fvi.

And the cuts are not slowing
down. In fact, the past two weeks
have seen a fresh surge, with big
names tightening reams as they
pivot hard towards Al-driven
efficiency.

Snap Inc. has slashed about
1,000 jobs, roughly 16% of its
workforce, while also eliminat-
ing more than 300 open roles.
CEO Evan Spiegel has made the
rationale bluntly clear - Al can
now handle repetitive work,
and streamlining could save the

company over $500 million by
the second half of 2026.

The cost of that shift? Severance
pavouts estimated between $95
million and $130 million, along-
side four months' pay, healthcare
benefits, and accelerated equity
vesting for affected US employ-
ees.

The tremors are being felt
across the board. The Walt Disney
Company is set to cut around
1,000 roles in its first major
restructuring under new CEO
Josh D'Amaro. Meta Platforms
continues to trim its workforce,
with 198 more roles planned to
go across California offices, after
already cutting 700 jobs in March
and 1,500 earlier this year from
its augmented and virtual reality
divisions.

Then comes the big hammer.
Oracle is reportedly looking at a
staggering 20,000 to 30,000 job
cuts as it doubles down on build-

ing Al data centres. Amazon, Loo,
has announced layoffs of 16,000
employees as part of its own Al-
led restructuring.

India is firmly in the cross-

Industry leaders are increasingly warning that a vast chunk of
white-collar jobs, especially those dependent on computers, could

be automated within the next 12 to 18 months

MEDHASREE

A Tarot card reader,
manifestation coach,
lightworker, and an author
helping peaple manifest
their desires through the
right blend of emotions,
energies and practicality for
an aligned living.

ARIES (March 21 - April 19)
Career is shifting in a way
| that demands maturity
over impulse. You're
being pushed to respond
thoughtfully, not
react quickly, especially In situations
involving authority or recognition.
Growth comes from holding your
ground calmly. Personally, you're seeing
who Is consistent versus convenient.

Health shows stress through tension or
headaches, slow your pace Internally.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20)

There's quiet but real

p progress in finances
| or assets, something Is

stabilising even if it feels

slow. Career may feel
repetitive, but it's building a strong
base. Personal life brings comfort or
emaotional grounding. Your well-being
improves when you allow rest and stop
carrying invisible pressure.

GEMINI (May 21 - June 20)
Your mind is scattered,
and it's affecting your out-
! . put. Career needs focus
| onone clear path instead

Y™ of muttiple ideas. A con-
versation in personal life clears confusion
you've been holding. Health improves
when routines become consistent,
espedially sleep and mental rest.

CANCER (June 21 - July 22)

You're pulling back emotionally in
personal life to protect
your energy, and it's

. necessary. Career flows

" better when you stop
w==¥" attaching emotions to
outcomes. Financially, you're becoming
more cautious. Your body Is sensitive
right now, digestion and energy levels
reflect your emational state.

LEO
{July 23 - August 22)

Career visibility increases,
you're being watched,
evaluated, or given more
responsibility. Growth
comes from owning

your space without seeking validation.
Personally, you're more selective with
your energy. Financially stable, but with
added responsibility. Manage stress to
avoid bumout.

VIRGO (August 23 - September 22)
You're letting go of a
mindset or habit that has

| been quietly draining

" you. Career feels slow but

. Is aligning in your favour
behind the scenes. Personally, you're
less reactive and more observant.

Health improves when you simplify

rather than perfect your routines,

LIBRA (September 23 — October 22)
A career decision pushes
you to choose growth
over comfort. Something

(&>~ becomesclearand
requires action. Financial

movement is indicated, possibly

something delayed coming through.

Personally, you're redefining balance

and not over-giving. Your nervous

systemn needs calm.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November
1

} A strong emotional
release or boundary
9 shifts your personal life
\I' 2»  deeply.You're cutting off

hairs. Oracle alone could impact
around 12,000 emplovees in the
country across cloud, healthcare,
sales and NetSuite divisions,
making it one of the hardest-hit
regions in Lhis wave.

What is emerging is not justa
cycle of layoffs, but a shift in how
work itself is defined. Industry
leaders are increasingly warning

what drains you. Career takes a quieter
role this week but is aligning in the
background, Financial clarity emerges
around something unclear. Energy
fluctuates, so balance rest and intensity.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 -
December 21)

This week asks for
discipline over expansion.
Career needs focus

' and follow-through
rather than new ideas.
Once grounded, progress becomes
visible. Personal life feels lighter and
less pressured. Health improves with
structured routines and consistent
habits.

CAPRICORN (December 22 -
January 19)
% =N\ Career is stable but brings
; TR an internal question of
) purpose, you may want
more than just stability.
Financially, you're ina
strong phase with long-term impact.
Personally, you prefer space and
selective interactions. Your body is
helding stress, release it consclously.

AQUARIUS
(January 20 - February 18)
Relationships come into
focus, and boundaries
| need to be clearer You're
= "’ reassessing who aligns
= with your growth. Career

that a vast chunk of white-collar
jobs, especially those dependent
on computers, could be auto-
mated within the next 12 to 18
months.

For Bangalore's tech workloree,
the message is stark. The Al
boom may be opening doors,
but it is also closing many others,
fast.

Prediction :

{ . .for the year
\ .

Involves collaboration, but balance is
Important. Financial planning or shared
resources need attention. Grounding
yourself physically will stabifise your
energy.

PISCES (February 19 - March 20)
Emotional clarity retums
ad Career asks for structure
\— /I and consistency over
" creativity this week, and
improves gradually. Personally, you're
learning to protect your energy
without guilt. Choose calm, supportive

after a phase of confusion.
it brings results. Financial stability
environments.

| FOLLOW ON:Instagram - medhasree_alignedliving
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